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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Not many weeks since Mr. Mulvey obtained from 
the general body of the profession an expression of 
opinion on the only important questions before the 

dy Corporate. The replies to his circular showed 
that nearly eleven hundred pledged themselves to 
certain reforms, whilst only about thirty opposed 
them. The result was published in our columns, 
and a cynical correspondent at once wrote and said 
“Don’t rely too much on this exhibition of feeling ; 
it isno doubt true, and represents the pious opinions 
of our profession, but they will soon forget, and 
when the time arrives for electing members of 
Council you will find all these abstract views 
swamped by the simple force of habit and the innate 
respect for ancient and respectable names. Half 
the men who agree with the proposed reforms will 
vote for men whom they know are oppesed to 
them.” 

We looked upon our correspondent as a miserable 
pessimist who only insulted the intelligence and 
good faith of our members, and we anticipated that 
some indignant protests would be sent. No one 
complained, and now the time has arrived at which 
his prugnosis may be tested. | What is the result ? 
A number of veterinary medical societies have just 
spoken—they have selected candidates for election, 
and instead of displaying a new ideal and an en- 
lightened interest they have proceeded on the old 
lines. The North of England V.MLS. have post- 
poned the question. The Lincolnshire have adop- 
ted candidates distinctly pledged to oppose every 
reform worth having, and even the Midland, from 
which better things were expected, have adopted a 
man who repudiates every point the profession 
desires in its new Charter. The Lancashire V.M.S. 
alone, up to the present time, has adopted a candi- 
date pledged to all the three points so unani- 
mously desired, Mr. Whitile’s honesty and 
frankness deserve recognition, and we doubt not 
that he will be rewarded by election at the head 

of the poll for his vut-spoken declarations. 

The worst feature of the whole affair is that both 
at the Lincolnshire and at the Midland a gentleman 
is adopted before he is asked to say what his views 
ri It might at least have been expected that some 

eclaration of views would have been asked for before 
proposal, but no ! only after adoption do the members 
present listen to a short but positive promise to op- 
gy nee the profession has pinued its faith 
pied 18 Ils most discouraging and necessitates re- 
ra is again the whole agitation. We certainly 

ped that the distinct and unmistakeable voice of 


the profession had been recognised, bu we did not 
allow for the apathy of the many and the influence 
of the few. We are not disheartened, we are only 
warned in time, and we shall spare no effort to again 
awaken the profession to the importance of insisting 
on their rights. We have a lively faith that the 
practitioner when he sees the danger of the position, 
will so fill up his voting paper as to teach the sup- 
porters of stagnation that their day has passed, and 
that we are all determined that our representatives 
shall really represent, and not remain merely ex- 
positors of their own sweet will. 


It will be remembered that not long ago it was 
discovered that in August next, is to be held in 
London, an International Hygienic Congress, at 
which not the least important subject for discussion 
will be, ‘* The effect on man of diseases of the lower 
animals.” In the organisation of this affair the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons as a body was 
apparently overlooked, but thanks to our President 
this has been rectified, and we shall take our proper 
place. The strange thing was that the names of 
four members of our profession appeared on the list 
of committees, but not one of them had taken the 
trouble to announce the fact to our Council, or to 
support the interests of the profession. More light 
is wanted on this event, and rumours are afloat 
which deserve attention. We ask—Is it true that 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons were 
asked to send representatives to the Congress, and 
if so, by whom was the invitation sent and re- 
ceived? We should be glad if an answer could be 
obtained to these questions. ‘‘ Vis unitu fortior” is 
a very good motto, but it is only a practical truth 
when every unit in the Body is willing to acknow- 
ledge and act upon it. 


The writer of the obituary notice of Professor 
Steel desires to add to his notes the tact that “ after 
taking his diploma, Steel presented himself for the 
FitzWygram Competition (which had just been 
established), and succeeded in securing the first 
prize.” In this connection we may say that a very 
influeutial committee has been formed, and that a 
first meeting will be held about the 19th or 20th of 
this month to organise an appeal to the profession 
for establishing some suitable memorial to a man 
who has worked with a singleness of purpose rarely 
equalled. We understand that Mr. F, Raymond, 
A.V.D. will be Hon. Sec., and that any gentleman 
willing to act on the committee need only communi- 
cate with him. 
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THE DUAL APPOINTMENT. 


Whilst the Council are considering the details of 
a New Charter, it behoves the profession to abate 


_ not one particle of interest in the matter. Our 


Council is now preparing for legislation which must 
bind us for years, and we shall be told after the 
Charter is obtained that we have only ourselves to 
blame for any imperfections. It is not an executive 
matter, and therefore the plea that discussion should 
be suspended whilst it is sub judice is inapplicable. 
We must speak out now—or remain for years silent. 

It is beyond dispute that the proposed application 
for a new charter is the result of an agitation which 
has been going on for years. Messrs. Hurndall, 
Kidd, Mulvey, and other prominent members were 
early in the field, and for years maintained the crusade. 
More recently the desires of the reform party have 
been specifically stated in the form of *‘ three points ” 
representing the minimum with which the profess- 
ion will be satisfied. It seems probable that the 
“ election of vice-presidends” and *‘ the Ninth Clause” 
will be altered in accordance with the almost unani- 
mous wish of the body corporate. But it seems equally 
probable that an attempt will be made by the Voun- 
cil to retain * the dual-appointment.” A few weak- 
knee’d members may be misled by this apparent com- 
promise, and fancy that the council in its goodness 
has accepted two points and may be permitted to re- 
fuse one. It may good-naturedly be argued that the 
profession having obtained recognition of two thirds 
of its wants may surely give a little to the wishes 
and interests of the Council. This is a dangerous 
fallacy and must be clearly exposed. The ~ three 
points” are the irreducible minimum of what the 
profession has expressly demanded. We have ac- 
knowledged the “three points” as being equally 
important and equally essential. We must stand by 
them all, and victory is certain. Every student of 
veterinary politics knows that only a year ago even 
the two points “the Ninth Clause” and “ the seleet- 
ion of six vice-presidents whom the profession had 
not elected ” were maintained by a large majority of 
the Council as sacred safe-guards of the Body-Cor- 
porate which must never be tampered with: Is it 


really believed that the sudden conversion of a| 


number of members is due to conviction? Is it not 
more correctly ascribable to that constitutional feel- 
ing which in a free country brings representatives 
to appreciate the wishes of their electors-—especially 
when voting times approack? The edneation of our 
Council has been rapid but it is not complete. One 
more lesson is needed and they will adopt the aboli- 


tion of the dual-appointment as they did the other. 


two points. One thousand and sixty practitioners 
voted on Mr. Mulvey’s card for abolishing the dual- 
appointment. ‘These men have only to back their 
opinions with their votes—to show no white feather 
—and their wishes will be law. 

It seems almost superfluous to again offer reasons 
for this most urgent reform. 
have letters, articles and papers been written to show 
the evil of the existing arrangement. Societies have 
discussed the matter from every point of view, but 


Over and over again‘ 


its supporters have yet to produce their arguments. 
To merely state the position isto condemnit There 
are thirty members of Council. Eight are examin. 
ers. The Council elects the examiners, and is the 
only body by which the examiners can be controlled. 
There is nothing to prevent an examiner, who is on 
the Council, from voting for his own election or from 
canvassing his brother-councilmen for their votes. 
In case of disagreement between the schools or stu- 
dents and the Examining Board, nearly one-third of 
the men who alone decide the question are examiners. 
Is this the best possible arrangement ? 

The Council is our representative body—the ex 
aminers are paid officials appointed by it. What do 
other bodies do under similar circumstances ? Pre- 
cisely similar conditions exist outside our little 
profession, and it may be well to note them. The 
House of Parliament is a representative body. It 
appoints from its members paid state officials but 
before this dual-appointment is permitted, the select 
ed men have to go for approval before their constitu- 
ents. This is a cumbrous process but it is a safe- 
guard. 

County Councils forbid their members to hold any 
office of profit under the Council. 

The Metropolitan Local Goverment Act provides. 
a fine of £50 for any member of the representative 
body who votes on any subject in which he has 4 
pecuniary interest. 

Vestries in their bye-laws have frequently very 
stringent provisions intended not merely to prevent 
pecuniary interests being forwarded, but also favorit- 
ism and nepotism. At least one London vestry for- 
bids the appointment of any relative of a vestryman 
to an office under the vestry. 

Why should we be singular, and pose as more im- 
maculate than other people? Should we not rather, 
as professioual men, take even a higher standard 
and say our Examiners shall bv abovesuspicion—above 
suspicion, not of low material interests which no one 
suggests, but of that unconcious bias which none of 
us are superior to, and that taste for place and hon- 
our which, good in itself, makes a few monopolise 


what might be more fairly distributed. 
W. 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


OPERATION FOR STAPHYLOMA. 
By E, A, M.R.C.V.S. 


As a profession we are doubtless advancing. When 
the spirit of investigation leads any of us phe ed 
from the beaten tracks, knowledge of some kind 1s 
sure to result, the value of which depends largely on 
the amount of sifting to which friendly — 
submits our conclusions. It is a duty we owe 
each other to now and then contribute to out pt 
fessional journals any cases which 
likely to increase the general fund of usefu vt 
ledge. Such cases occur to everyone In the cours 


ordinary practice; it is not good to wait for something 
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very unique, for entire originalty is a slippery sub- 
stance in these days. Possessing these general views 
I send you the history of a case of staphyloma which 
recently came under my notice. 

The subject was a Persian cat, a very intelligent 
animal, and a great favorite of its owner. On ex- 
amination I found thecornea protruding from between 
the eyelids in the form of a roughened tumour, the 
size of a Barcelona nut, on enquiry I found that the 
treatment already adopted included caustic appli- 
catious, also partial excision followed up by caustics. 
The eye and its membranes were much inflamed, so 
for a few days I used eye drops of Atrophia Sulph. 
and water; this treatment had the effect of reducing the 
congested state of the vessels, but had no beneficial 
action onthe growth. It became clear that operative 
interference was necessary if the poor beast was to 
be saved. In place of suggested excision of the en- 
tire eyeball, which would have utterly spoiled the 
animal’s appearance, | determined on simply remov- 
ing the diseased cornea and trying to obtain a stump 
consisting of the Schlerotic, lens, and vitreous humour. 
In the ordinary way if the cornea is removed by 
disease or operation the lens escapes followed by the 
humours, and a collapse of the eyeball results, my | 
object was to prevent this. ‘Thedetailsareas follows. | 

After chloroforming my patient and dilating the eye | 
lids, I passed three fine curved needles, armed with 
silk, from above downwards well behind the seat of | 
disease and in front of the lens, 1 then removed the | 
tumour, and of course the contents of the anterior | 
chamber with it, the needles during this time acted 
as a bar to the escape of the lens. Having satisfied 
myself with the shape and appearance of the wound. | 
{ drew each needle through in succession, and tied 
the silk. The last time I saw the case the wound 
had healed, and to the casual observer the animal 
would have been taken for wall-eyed. There are 
certain points of interest in this case which I thought 
worth recording. J may say that the idea of the 
operation was suggested to me from reading a work on 
human ophthalmic surgery. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


a Annual Meeting and Dinner of this Society took | 
_ at the Victoria Hotel, Manchester, on Friday the 
6th of February. 

— were present—The President (Mr. A. Leather of | 
Mes: Professors Young (Dean of Owen’s College), 
= Williams ; Messrs. Jamieson (Liverpool Courier), 
Fare (Manchester Guardian) ; W. Cross (Naturalist) ; 
eas and Dear (Liverpool) ; Moore (12th Lancers) 
auue Greenhalgh (Hon. Sec., Yorkshire V.M.A.) ; 
re ren, Peter and W. Augustus Taylor, Hopkin, Wol- 
aun me, Dacre Shore, Lloyd Jones, Faulkner (Man- 
> - a ; A. M. Michaelis (Stockport) ; T. Briggs (Bury); | 
tea ubbin (Glossop) ; W. Hall (Royton); and the 
wane Apologies regretting their inability to be. 
ae received from Drs. Fleming and Barron, | 
aa oe Lewis, Walley, Axe, W. 0. Williams, McCall | 
Town. Messrs. W. Hunting, J. D. Lambert, Jno. | 


AzeeiPns, W. Whittle, W. F. Wragg, T. C. Toope, and 
others. 

The notice convening the meeting having been read— 
the minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 

Proposed bythe PrestpEntT, seconded by Mr. Peter 
Tayior that Mr. R. Roberts, M.R.C.V.S., of Liverpool 
be a member of this Association— carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Greaves, seconded by Mr. Peter 
Taylor, it was resolved that Mr, Wm. Whittle of Worsley 
be adopted as the nominee of this association at the 
forthcoming election of Council, and in connection with 
this subject Messrs. Wolstenholme and Greenhalgh 
spoke of the desirability of Candidates for the Council 
laying their views before the profession. 

The PrestpEnt having announced the sad news of 
the death of Mr. Wm. Woods, Senr., of Wigan—Mr. 
Greaves rose, and after paying touching tribute to the 
memory of his deceased friend and colleague, proposed 
that + Fond of condolence with the family be seut from 
this association—this was seconded by Mr. Peter Taylor, 
feelingly supported by Prof. Williams and Mr. Briggs, 
and carried unanimously. 

The PrestpEnt also alluded to the bereavement (by 
the loss of his wife) that had recently befallen Mr. T. C. 
Toope (President of the Yorkshire V.M.A.) and re- 
quested the Secretary of that society to convey to Mr. 
Toope the assurance of our sympathy. 

The President, Mr. A. Learner, F.R.C.V.S., then 
delivered the following inaugural address : 


GENTLEMEN, 


My first duty on taking this chair is to thank you for 
the great honour you have done me in electing me your 
President. I accept the. position with some doubts as 
to my capacity, but with none as to my intentions and 
earnestness in carrying out the duties of the office. I 
Stonot help knowing that I follow in the steps of men. 
of greater capacity and of greater attainments, but I am 
sure none of these entered upon their duties with a graver 
sense of their responsibilities or more fully determined to 
do their best to conduct the Association successfully. 

These associations every year become more and more 
important professional bodies. They guide the politics 
of the profession, they have a great part in the selection 
of our Council, and they perhaps do as much as all our 
books and teachers in keeping alive a desire for know- 
ledge and also in spreading information concerning all 
new discoveries in science. Our associations are the 
meeting place of Practitioners where we interchange 


ideas, where friendships are formed, where explanations 
can be made and misunderstandings cleared up. They 
are the very best institutions to bring about unity, and 
_we all know Unity is Strength. To be President of one 


of these associations is an honour, and I cannot help 


thinking one of the most legitimate ambitions for every 


practitioner. None of us need be too modest to aspire 


to it, and none of us need fancy he is too great for the 


position. The little man may trust to the members to 
help and assist him, and the great man may find suffi- 
cient scope for his very best talents. I look to you for 
assistance. 

It is customary on these occasions for your President 
to take a general view of any subjects of importance to 
the profession, and I shall not be departing from cus- 


tom if I shortly draw attention to what I consider a few 


most important matters. I shall not attempt to force 
my opinions on the meeting, but if I happen to differ 
from any gentleman I hope that he will believe that I 
am open to conviction, and am prompted only by good 
motives, 

Some new departures have been made recently in the 
work of associations. The National has set aside a sum 
of money annually for scientific research. The Central 
has offered a prize for students to encourage dissection 
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The Midland has undertaken an experimental enq 
into Black Quarter. All these actions seem to me to 
aw in the right direction and worthy of imitation. 
e practitioners cannot do laboratory work, ‘and the 
science of pathology has now arrived at a stage when the 
clinical observation of the practitioner must be supple- 
mented by the riments of the scientist. : 
Practice and ce more than ever must work to- 


pg if we are to progress with Medicine and Surgery. 


e Veterinary profession is poor, and it has very few 
opportunities for its members to attain great skill‘as 
scientific investigators. By working together and by 
pecuniary assistance we may be able to strengthen this 
weak spot; and in time, by our own efforts, to establish 
places and men who will do for veterinarians what Pas- 
teur and Koch and Lister have done for science and 
pathology generally. 

This Association was one of the first to practically 
show the value of co-operation between the Human and 
Veterinary practitioner. Mr. Wolstenholme’s paper 
on Parturient Apoplexy was discussed here by represen- 
tatives of both branches, and I am sure we were all as- 
sisted and enlightened by the discussion. Every 
it becomes more evident that Comparative Pathol 
can only make sound advance by the assistance of a 
classes interested in it. The Human and Ani 
Pathologist must work together and they must be as- 
sisted by the Chemist and Biologist. Veterinarians, I am 
bold enough to claim, have not been much behind, but 
we must make greater efforts if we intend to march in 
line with other professions. There is no standing still 
—we must either keep up with the advancing tide of 
progress or fall behind. ; 

or the proper treatment of disease we must under- 
stand the nature and pathology of the cases which cdvhe 
under our hands, e experiments and researches 
scientific men must be known to us, and when they 6 
us any discovery which they have good reason to believe 
is valnable we must test it in practice. No matter li@w 
well an expefiment works in the laboratory its ultinvate 
test of value isin practice. Vaccines for Tuberculo 
for Pleuro-Pneumonia, for Black Quarter, for Small-pox 
or for any other disease must be submitted to mide 
practical experience before they can be accepted wi 
confidence. 

And this brings me to the most recent scientific 
covery—Koch’s remedy for Tuberculosis. To us @ 
veterinary practitioners it is not of the same i 
portance as to Human Surgeons, we do not look 
* cures” of contagious diseases as so essential as prev 
tion. In manacure for tuberculosis would rank ag. 
blessing equal to any discovery yet made in the arts or 
sciences. In the lower animals it would also be valuable, 
but our efforts can be more surely and certainly directed 
to prevention by isolation, separation, and stamp- 
ing. out. 

here is, however, about Dr. Koch’s discovery a re- 
markable peculiarity ; even if it does not cure it assi 
diagnosis, and if it behave the same in the systems of 
animals as in man it may be of the greatest utility 
veterinarians in assisting us to diagnose tubercle in the 
earliest stages. Our Council has determined to t 
this point # they can obtain lymph for the purpose. . 
think their action, even if it err on the side of has 
ness, is a sign that they keep our interests in view: 
that they are observant of the times. 

The line of work Dr. Koch has pursued in the pr 
tion of his remedy for tuberculosis will befollowed up 
by many workers, and other diseases ip which a spee 
organism is the cause will be inv: tf ated. It ig 


too much to expect that in time va¢cfnes may be 

duced which will either cure or p t many or 

ap all of our contagious diseases. F 
preventive medicine we have - er wide field 


which veterinarians are greatly interested and in which 
they must work side by side with the humanpractitioner 

It is our duty to master all the diseases of animal; 
transmissible to man. We must cure them if we 
we must prevent their spread if possible, and at any 
rate we must so act as to render their transmission to the 
human being as rare as possible. Tuberculosis, Rabies, 
Anthrax, Glanders and Actinomycosis prevail amongst 
animals, and they are all communicable to man. It ig 
our duty to battle with these diseases in animals, and all 
the light shed upon them by the other profession we 
should appropriate. We also should offer our observa- 
tions and researches for their assistance. 

Even if the contagious diseases of animals were not 
communicable to man they would still be one of our 
most important studies. They cause immense | 
and that we are expected to prevent. The Board of 
Agriculture has no duties of greater importance than the 
prevention of these diseases, and our profession takes a 
prominent part in advising and carrying out the means 
best suited for this purpose. Cattle Plague was stam 
ed out ; Foot and Mouth disease was also eradicated ; 
Pleuro-Pneumonia is now being attacked in a syste- 
matic and thorough manner never before attempted, and 
Iam sanguine enough to believe that in two or three years 
it will be successfully exterminated. Rabies is legislated 
for, but only in a half hearted way. No provision at all 
exists against its repeated importation into this country, 
and regulations are enforced in one country but not in 
the neighbouring one. This method of action may be 
successful locally, but it can never rid the kingdom of 
the disease. resh outbreaks will occasionally appear, 
first in one place and then in another, to be followed by 
the imposition of restrictions. Thus the public become 
disgusted ; and in time resent all regulations as simply 

And now gentlemen if I am not wearying you I should 
like for a f inutes to turn from scientific matters to 
professional ones. 

There is a proposal before the Council for a new Char- 
ter and every one now seems to consifler it necessary. 
But no one wants the trouble and expense of getting a 
Charter except for its provisions, and consequently it 
behoves us all to agree about the changes it is to bring. 
The profession has been unofficially consulted, and has 
expressed a very decided opinion on three important 
points. It is not right for us to be silent on this sub- 
ject, but we must speak out so that our representatives 
may be certain of our wishes. Although I am a Fellow 
I do not think I should suffer any loss by allowing every 
member to take his scat on the Council if elected to it. 
Nor do I think such a change would injure the Fellow- 
ship but would rather do good by removing a cause of 
dislike, and thus lead to increased unity amongst us all. 
I do think, however, that all members should support 4 
higher degree, and make it really a mark of progress. 
To such Fellows as pass ‘the extra examination 
required I would confine the privilege of acting as Ex- 
aminers. 

I also agree with the proposal to prohibit the 
dual appointment of Councilman and Examiner, We 
have pisaty of men in the profession to fill all these 
places without asking one man to act on both. Itis 


- | wrong in principle—so long as examiners are appointed 


by the Council—that men should be candidates for the 
paid office whilst they are members of the body en- 
trusted with the appointment. ; 

The vice-presidents are now elected by the Council,. 
and have the same voting power as the members 0 
council elected by the whole proieonen, I think every 
one of our governing body should be elected directly by 
the profession at the annual balloting and then from 
these the Council might select its best men as viee 
presidents. 
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The recent discussion on our practical examinations 
for the diploma and for the Army, coupled with 
the complaints made by the practitioners of the 
deficiencies of many diplom assistants, shows 
that something is wrong either in our teaching or 


examining. Practical knowledge is most essential, and it 


becomes a question whether in our New Charter any 
further provision can be made for ensuring it. Pupilage 
with a first-class practioner is the place to gain practical 
knowledge, and if no other plan is successful we must 
have compulsory pupilage. The difficulty is that this 
is not certain to be effective. A man may be a pupil 
and learn nothing, so we must not be too hasty. It is 
worse than useless to enforce a course which is supposed 
to be educational, but. which may prove delusive. 
If the Royal College enforces pupilage it must do so in 
a manner that will protect its own dignity, and do 
justice to parents and guardians. A voluntary pupil- 
age is quite unobjectionable, because it leaves the pupil 
or his guardians to select a good practitioner, and does 
not compel him to spend time and money. When the 
Body Corporate interferes with liberty of action it 
must be more or less responsible for the value of the 
course it insists on, and therefore must have some 
al by which to ensure that pupilage is not a 


Other professions offer us some guide. Solicitors 
and Accountants have a compulsary pupilage, but 
they do not allow any of their members to take more 
than two pupils at a time. The Medical Council do 
not enforce a pupilage, but they allow a portion of 
the last year of study to be passed with an approved 
How can we “approve’’ a practitioner ! 
t is a rather invidious task to disapprove of any man, 
but we must acknowlege that there are men with whom 
acompulsary pupilage would be not only loss of time, 
but a serious misfortune to the lad submitted to his 
guidance. 

I am convinced that we had better not have com- 
pulsory pupilage unless it can be safe-guarded against 

ing made merely a term of idleness, or worse still, a 
school of bad practice and loose habits. 

I should have liked to refer to the present outbreak 
of Influenza, but I have already detained you too long. 
1 shall therefore ask you to allow me to introduce the 
subject at some future meeting when time for dis- 
cussion may be available. I have only now to thank 
you for the patient hearing you have given me; to 
ask you to ponder well any of my remarks which you 
may consider worthy of consideration ; and to give me 
your best assistance in maintaining the dignity and 
usefulness of this Association during my year of office. 


On the motion of Mr. Hopxty, seconded by Mr. Wot- 
STENHOLME, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
Mr. Leather for his interesting address. 

The members and friends afterwards dined together 
when an interesting toast list was gone through, and this 
social function was rendered still more enjoyable by well 
executed songs and recitations by Messrs. FAULKNER, 
Dear, and Lioyp-Jonzs. 

G. GartsipE Mayor, Hon. Sec. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. ' 


A meeting of the Society was held at the Angel and 


_ Royal Hotel, Grantham, on Thursday, February 19th. 


The President, F. L, Goocu, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., took the 
bad > "> . . 

and there were present Prof. Penberthy, Capt. 

Messrs. F. W. Wragg, R. T. Hardy, 

"V. H. Brooks, W. Dickinson, F. W. Reeks, J. H. Good- 

all, R. W. Clarke, C. Hartley, J. Mackinder, Jas, Smith 


(Hon. Sec.) and E. Morgan and (Visitors) 
Letters of apology were read from Dr. Fleming, Profes- 
sors Pritchard and Walley, Mr. Greaves, Mr. , and 
others. 


REPRESENTATION ON THE COUNCIL. 


The minutes of the last meeting having been taken 
as read, Capt. Russet. said before they went on with 
the next matter he should like to remind them that there 
was one matter which they had omitted, As this was 
their Annual meeting it was their duty to select a mem- 
ber of the Association as a member for Council for the 
year. He believed there was nobody in Lincolnshire 
sufficiently ambitious to undertake such duties in the 
Council chamber, and therefore he would have great 
pleasure in recommending to their notice the name of a 
gentleman which they would receive with gratification. 
He belonged to a great number of their Veterinary 
Medical Associations and was at the present moment. 
Treasurer of-the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Whatever he did he did with all his heart, and he had 
great pleasure in recommending this Association to take 
him up at the next election. He proposed that Mr. 
Wraae (hear) be adopted by this Association. Mr. 
MacKINDER seconded, and said he believed every mem- 
ber of the profession would give himavote. He was 
sure Mr. Wr was perfectly safe. Eventually it was 
resolved that the Association would support three gen- 
tlemen, namely, Professors PrircHarp, and Mr. 
Wraaa, this was adopted unanimously. 

Capt. RussEti read the statement of the accounts 
which showed a balance in hand of £18 8s., and inti- 
mated that this would be much larger if all subscrip- 
tions were paid in. He had received a letter from Mr. 
Smith of Market Rasen, stating that he had forwarded 
the head of a calf as a pathological specimen. 

Mr. Wraae said he should commence the few obser- 
vations he intended to make by thanking his friend 
Capt. Russell, for the very kind way in which he had 
spoken of him and introduced his name to them. He 
did not know whether they wished him to say a few 
words on the burning questions of the day (hear) if so 
he should he pleased to do so. He could, however, only 
reiterate what he said at Birmingham the otherday. It 
appeared to him there were three questions upon which 
they were told by their veterinary journals that members 
would be elected to the Council Board, and the first 
was Is a New Charter Requisite? and another was Is 
the abolition of the 9th Clause necessary ? and the third 
was Elicit the opinions of members who were candidates 
as to the Dual Appointment. As to the new Charter 
he certainly thought there were some reforms which 
could be very well introduced and he was entirely in 
favour of a new Charter, and the other day he voted in 
the majority that declared that a new charter was re- 
quisite. As to the abolition of the 9th Clause he told 
them candidly he was entirely against that clause being 
abolished, for this reason. He thought firstly it was a 
retrograde movement and the time for discussing that 
matter was past. Any opposition there was should 
have taken place when the new charter was obtained in 
1876, and not come from the members of the profession 
who had joined since then. It might press hardly upon 
those who were members before, but they had the op- 
portunity of taking the fellowship degree, and he thought 
every member of the profession was, or should be, capa- 
ble of taking that degree. When the first agitation 
sprung up, he made up his mind to take the fellowship 
degree, and every member who had the profession at 
heart should take that degree. 

With regard to the dual appointment they had several 
good men on their Council who were also Examiners, 
He might mention Dr. Fleming, and Professor Pritciuard. 
Were they going to turn them off the the Council. He 
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said “ no,” he would not raise his voice to turn them off 
the Council. They had been on the Council many 

ears, and they knew the requirements of the profession. 
He only mentioned these two, bnt he might include Mr. 
Cox and other gentlemen who had always studied the 
best interests of the profession and would continue to do 
all they could to promote its welfare. (Hear). 


ANASTHETICS, (An AppREss.) 
By Professor PENBERTHY. 


Prof. PenBERTHY, who was received with applause, 
said when he was invited to address this meeting he ac- 
cepted on the condition that the subject should be chosen 
for him. When one wandered about giving papers it 
was better that the subject should be one best adapted 
to the requirements of the members of the Association. 
It was quite impossible for him, in London, to know what 
would suit a certain district or a certain associa- 
tion. On this occasion if he had not consulted their 
President and Secretary he should have been obliged to 
make some remarks upon a subject which was before 
their Association last time. After some little considera- 
tion, some weeks ago he submitted a few subjects, and 
one was selected .upon which their Secretary said they 
would be glad to have a few remarks. He had not had 
time to prepare,a paper, but he had a few remarks for 
which he must ask their consideration for the ramb- 
ling condition in which they must necessarily be given, 
for the subject wasa broad one. It had two sides, a 
scientific and a practical one. It was first with some prac- 
tical aspects he should have to deal, without attempting 
to go at any depth into the scientific side. He need 
trouble them with but few remarks as to the his- 
tory of anesthetics, as theyjhad been used from time im- 
memorial. History told them that in ancient times the 
Chinese recognised their use, and 1500 years ago man- 
drakes were used for this purpose, they were used for 
producing loss of sensation for the purpose of opera- 
tions. fe need not go back as far as the Bible, though 
the prophet Amos 700 years B.C. spoke of wine produe- 
ing sleep. In Romeo and Juliet draughts were given 
removing mental, if not physical pain, but it was only 
during the last 50 years that anzsthesia was adopted for 
surgical purposes. In 1830 Sir Humphry Davy dis- 
covered nitrous-oxide gas, and in 1845 an American ap- 
plied this to surgical practice. In 1845 Horace Wells 
adopted. it generally in surgical practice in England, and 
it was also associated with the name of Sir Jas. Simpson, 
in 1847. It was impossible to calculate what benefit. 
would be conferred upon animal life by applying anzs- 
thetics to the practice of Veterinary Surgery. Their 
daily bread was of course their first consideration, but if 
they wanted to make their lives thoroughly happy, 
they might go beyond the mere accumulation of money, 
and yet have a fair subsistence with his pleasure, and 
the greatest pain might be saved to the sentimental. 
There was no doubt the lower animals were not so sus- 
ceptible to great shocks as the human being. Still 
there was plenty of evidence that they suffered great 
pain and were seriously affected by that suffering. The 
greatest advantages were claimed for the use of anes- 
thetics, as lessening pain to the lower animals, and they 
(veterinary surgeons) were able to perform operations 
more calmly and in better form than they did without 
them, and there was also less risk to them as individuals, 
These great advantages were quite sufficient to put for- 
ward in order to encourage the use of anzsthetics. 

An anesthetic was something which destroyed all 
sensation, It went beyond an anodyne which did not 
interfere with the reflex action so much. Anything 
which destroyed sensation totally destroyed the reflex 


.| which the part suffered from it. 


and general. The local Anzsthetics were, in their 
practice, as useful as general anzsthetics. 

Ether spray removed sensation by rendering the part 
extremely frigid, and many of their minor, and some of 
their larger operations could be performed with ether, 
It withdrew the latent heat, oy they found that the 

art was absolutely insensitive. There was a t ob- 
jection to it however, and that was the loss of vitality 
There was a great deal 
of pain during the time it was applied and after the part 
returned to its normal state. 

He held that a more useful anzesthetic was cocaine and 
ever since that had been used it was recognised that it 
rendered patients unsusceptible to the pain of opera- 
tions. Cocaine removed pain: from large surfaces lo- 
cally and he had operated with it for removing very large 
tumours. He removed 17lbs. of tumour in 25 minutes 
under the influence of cocaine, with the horse standing, 
without a twitch or secured in any way whatever. (Co- 
caine was used in a 5 per cent. solution, and a horse 
would stand a dram, though he had tried two drams 
without poisonous effect. | He was afraid what they ob- 
tained commercially was a most impure article, and con- 
sequently they could not place reliance upon it. He 
regarded it as the most useful anesthetic in veterinary 
practice. In certain forms it did-mot keep well in water— 
tabloid form excepted, but if they mixed a few drops of 
camphor water with it,it would keep an indefinite period. 
With dogs it was said to cause a certain amount of mor- 
tality, but he had never seen the slightest hurt from it, 
but an assistant of his gave a dog a dram of the 5 per 
cent. solution, and as they would expect it was followed 
by death. He had a letter from an old student last 
week, saying he had had 33 operations in dogs, and he 
gave 20 drops of cocaine of the 5 per cent. solution. If _ 
his observations were correct he did not think that he 
wanted to see more than this commended to their notice. 
They all knew well the effects on the mucous membranes. 
and howthey could examine the eye in a perfect manner. 
This was generally difficult to examine, and he could 
a a thinking that this drug cocaine was extremely 
useful, 

They knew very well that an animal could be reduced 
to a state of anesthesia by administering pure carbolic 
acid. This was a perfect local anesthetic. 

As regarded a general anesthetic, when loss of sensa- 
tion was produced either ether, nitrous oxide (laughing 
gas) or chloroform was generally adopted. If he dealt. 
with chloroform, he should perhaps meet their wishes 
best. Hereminded them that when a man had an in- 
terest in his daily work, his life was worth living. They 
had first to count the cost, and he should state that 
methylated chloroform answered the purpose as well as 
pure choloroform, if they could judge from the human 
subject, although it produced a little more nausea. He 
was told by many practitioners that the administration 
of chloroform was a source of increase of income to them, 
but he did not know how it applied to them. That was 
they could charge fees for the administration of chloro- 
form which were quite adequate, the expense he was 
sure they would not allow to be of the slightest cou- 
sideration. Any one who had an animal of great value 
who could be shown that it would not suffer if operated 
on under chloroform, that the chances of recovery woul 
‘not be less but greater, they would have no difficulty in 
getting their clients to adopt it, and again where sentl- 
ment came in, there would less trouble. | The Professor 
then produced a certain instrument which had been 
manufactured for the purpose of aneesthising foals and 
pigs when they were very troublesome. Anesthetics might 
be useful, but he thought that the effects produced by 
ether and the nausea following it would be 1 
times greater than the pain produced by the operation. 


action. Anesthetics might be divided into two, local 


He did not believe in that instrument at all, though it 
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showed them they could introduce anzsthetics into the 
system per rectum. They had also been taught that to 
+ the fumes of tobacco into the system was most useful, 
and thus they produced narcosis, but he was afraid they 
would not think it was worth while to apply that opera- 
tion to colts and pigs. When they came to consider the 
use of chloroform in the ordinary way, he held they 
would adopt it more than they did at present ; then sub- 
jects might be with safety rendered fit for operations by 
chloroform. Nothing had been said about the danger of 
giving chloroform to the horse, though there bad been 
much said about the danger of giving it to the dog. He 
could say that he had never had an accident with a horse 
though in the course of his profession he had seen one 
horse die, which.was abselutely poisoned by chloroform. 
He had twelve ounces, when he (the Professor) only sup- 
posed he had had twelve drachms. In another case he 
could not kill an old horse with chloroform, although he 
was known to be suffering from heart disease. Thus, so 
far as horses went, they could not consider the danger of 
giving chloroform, if it were only given properly. In 
the dogs he had never had an accident, and he believed 
that the accidents that followed through the administra- 
tion of chloroform occurred because people were too 
careful in giving it, and did not give sufficient before 
they commenced the operation. Anzsthesia could only 
be brought about by robbing the brain of its blood, and 
pennees the oxydation of its cells, or by bringing the 
lood into such a condition that it did not become oxy- 
genated. They knew very well that they had nightmare 
sometimes, and that they saw certain things under 
certain conditions when part of the brain might be in a 
state of anesthesia through sleep. They sometimes 
might be alive to the fact that a lion was coming, though 
the other part of the brain might be in a deep anesthetic 
state of sleep. This was a rather useful fact for them to 
recognise. It was necessary they should understand that 
the brain should be equally under the influence of 
chloroform. They had heard of death of animals under 
chloroform,and he had seen an animal die immediately as 
soon as ever the knife was drawn across the animal collapsed 
Chloroform, unlike ether, Jeft the heart ceatre till last, 
before it paralysed. If the vaso-motor was under the 
control of chloroform, and not capable of being stimu- 
lated then the animal died from sudden stoppage of the 
heart. This was what they were liable to if they did not 
give chloroform sufficiently, and get the whole of the 
centres immediately under its effect. The local anzs- 
thetics had different effects according to certain degrees 
of action. They were all stimulants, and then depressed 
mto that state which they called narcosis, in which 
reflex action was lost. In some cases pain would be felt, 
and there would be sufficient sensation just to allow of 
the moving of the limbs. That was a fact that would 
affect their operations, because they could not keep the 
animal steady. With others the spinal cord and brain 
became attacked, and then came on paralysis. A great 
deal depended on the amount of chloroform given, but 
there was not much hope of recovery if paralysis set in 
for any length of time. When administering chloroform 
it must be remembered that it was very liable to stimu- 
late the nerves on the top of the throat, and cause a 
- wy of the glottis or a falling down of the epiglottis. 
be ese symptoms were very alarming, and the animal 
I gan to gulp and put itself into a position for vomiting. 
n this condition they should remove the chloroform, 
and so on as before, allowing the animal plenty of fresh 
ar. The amount of chloroform that should be mixed 
with the air should be about five per cent., but by ex- 
ae in these matters they might even go as far as 
or 30 percent. It was claimed that some of the 
— produced asphyxia at the same time with anes- 
I pone That was sometimes the effect with chloroform. 
Was to him a scientific as well as a practical reason for 


| 


not giving chloroform standing. Some people put on 
one of Carlyle’s muzzles, and let the animal play about 
until it fell down. He was convinced it was not the 
best way to chloroform the horse standing, as, if they 
made up their minds from the first, they could throw the 
animal without any extra difficulty. When the animal 
was getting in a proper state of chloroform they had to 
pay regard to it. If the pulse was weak and still there 
might be a certain amount of danger, but the only fact. 
they had to look at was, not whether it be fast or slow 
but whether it be deep or shallow. They had observ 
a great difference between the pupil of the human sub- 
ject and that of the horse. In , om human subject the 
upil was contracted, and that was taken as a guide, but. 
hs had never seen one per cent, of horses where the 
papil was contracted. In the human subject if: dilata- 
tion set in, it was thought an extremely dangerous 
symptom. He had noticed in horses that when perfect 
anesthesia set in, their pupils were not in a state of 
dilatation but rather of contraction, so that they could 
take that as a guide. If they should have the mishap to 
get an animal into a state of paralysis after giving 
chloroform, they should never desist from making 
efforts at resuscitation, at least for a very long time. He 
had seen a horse said to bo dead resuscitated in the 
most perfect manner, within 40 minutes. In one case 
he well remembered, by artificial veipiration and by 
giving stimulants the animal was got round to its nor- 
mal condition within 40 or 50 minutes. lf he were 
in practice he should use nitrate of amyl as 
an extremely useful stimulant. It was an ex- 
tremely pungent and most powerful stimulant of 
the heart, and the best thing that could possibly 
be used. He thought that they, as members of their 
profession, were bound to advise the use of anesthetics. 
Of course they should not do more than advise. There 
were many people’ who had uever heard of the use of 
chloroform to animals, but not only in surgical opera-. 
tion. such as the removal of tumours but in spasmodic 
conditions, and in parturition it had been used with 
good effect ; though they must remember that they would 
not get the help from the mother, as it prevented the 
contraction of the uterus and the assistance of the ab- 
domiual muscles, though it was useful in cases of strain- 
ing. Lots of practitioners always fired their horses un- 
der chloroform, and he knew one man who always got 
two guineas more for its administration when firing the 
legs. They would all. agree with him that it was ad- 
visable to recommend the use of anesthetics in certain 
cases, andit was for them to consider if it was prac- 
ticable and if so to advise its adoption. 

He was quite aware of the fact that these remarks were 
loose and unconnected, but he must plead that he had 
had no time to properly prepare a paper on this sub- 
ject. (Hear.) 


Discussion, 


Capt. Russeti said, as to the remarks about the 
action of ether spray, he had had a little experience with 
it and he had been given to understand they could not 
fire horses after its application. They set fire to the 
skin and burned it owing to the action of the gas. As 
to cocaine he quite agreed that it was a particularly useful 
agent in veterinary practice, particularly for the exami- 
nation of a horse’s eye. Instead of 5 per cent. he had 
given as much as 10 per cent of cocaine. As to chloro- 
form he thought there was a great deal depended upon 
the manner in which chloroform was administered. He 
produced a muzzle which he had used for 19 years, 
and he never wished to use a better instrument for the 
administration of chloroform. Another muzzle pro- 
duced he did not care for, as it was not made large 
enough. He remembered he once saw Mr. Cox ad- 
minister chloroform, and he put the horse’s jaw intoa 
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jack boot and got one nostril blocked with a sponge satu- 
rated with chloroform. In this muzzle an ounce or an 
ounce and a half of chloroform was quite sufficient-and 
would take about 7 or 10 or 12 minutes to anesthetise a 
horse, and he did not find that the other muzzle did 
them in less time. He once had to poison an old horse 
with chloroform, and he started with two ounces first, 
and eyery quarter of an hour gave another ounce and a 


half. He gave up to14 ounces and the horse was still 


standing. He finally had 24 ounces of chloroform and 
would not die, so he cut his throat to save him the trou- 
ble. Considering this horse had 24 ounces they need 
have no fear of killing a horse with chloroform. To 
operate upon horses standing, he would never try to give 
chloroform. He had tried that instrument for adminis- 
tering chloroform per rectum, and his advice was don’t 
use it, as it did not appear to him to anesthetise them 
in any shape. He had used chloroform with great 
satisfaction in cases of stoppage of bowels, they could 
then insert their hand per rectum and remove the dung. 
In these cases if they put a horse under chloroform let 
them lie him quietly down on the bed, get him under 
chloroform, put the hand into the rectum, and they 
would have avery good result. Another preparation 
he used was chloral hydrate, and he had had good results. 
There was one question he should like to ask Professor 
Penberthy, and that was as regardshcemorrhage. His 
experience did not extend to this but he had heard that 
if they castrated a horse under chloroform, they had a 
difficulty in suppressing the hcemorrhage. He should 
like to know what the Professor’s experience was in that 
respect. 

Mr. Mackinper said his experience in anesthetics 
was principally with chloroform. He tried Carlyle’s 
mask and gave two ounces. It never acted in the least, 
and they gave two more, and then some more, before 
they got him under itsinfluence. He thought the after 
effects of ether were worse than the pain of the opera- 
tion, aud he certainly should never give ether again. He 
had been very fortunate in giving it to dogs, and he re- 
membered in one case bringing one round by putting 
him underthe pump. As for using it for all operations, 
would it pay ? 

Mr. Harrt.ey, after eulogising Carlyle’s gag, said as 
to his experience in rendering dogs insensible he should 
not use chloroform, though he had seen some good re- 
sults. He had a funnel-shaped bag which he used for 
dogs and horses, and he had no difficulty with it. He 
quite agreed with Captain Russell as to the inflamma- 
tory diseases of the bowels. He liked using cocculus 
indicus and used very little opium in his practice, 

Mr. Goopa.t said it was about three years since he 
saw the first animal chloroformed and she died—it was 
a foxhound bitch. That was the only case of death he 
had seen from chloroform. He seldom fired horses with- 
out putting them under chloroform. To his mind the 
great secret of firing horses was to have no noise. Let 
them put blufts on them and let them walk about, and they 
would stand quite still. 

Captain Russet said that might be so with the high- 
bred horses which Mr. Goodall attended, but he 
scarcely thought it would do with cart horses. 

Mr. Wrage did not know that he had anything par- 
ticular to say about anesthetics. He had used ciloro- 
form in several cases, and in one case for taking a horse’s 
molar out—he was so touchy about the mouth that he 
could not do without it—he also got a piece of another 
molar, as the horse moved his head, but he remained un- 
der the influence of the anesthetic until after he had 
extracted the other tooth. He should like to ask Prof. 

Penberthy, who had introduced the subject, to explain 
more minutely his method of bringing a horse round 
when he thought it was going to die from the effects of 
chloroform. 


Mr. Harttey said he should like to know the right 
way of inducing artificial respiration. What movement, 
and at what rate ? 

The Prestpent (Mr. Gooch) said they were all very 
much obliged to Prof. Penberthy for his very able ad- 
dress. He had given them many practical hints, 
There was one point of interest which struck him, 
it was the four different states of chloroform which 
he explained. If they judged from these four 
different stages, it would be one of the greatest 
guarantees that the animal was in a complete state of 
anesthesia. As to performing operations standing, he 
for one was in favour of firing all horses standing. His 
father never cast horses for firing, but he did them all 
with the stocks. He very seldom used chloroform on 
the larger animals, and complained that in the provinces 
they came into contact with impure drugs. In cases of 
parturition, if he had got a mare which was very restless 
he invariably gave adose of chloral hydrate. He did 
not administer it to cattle, as they could better help 
themselves, but with mares in parturition it would have 
the greatest beneficial results. 

Prof. PeNBERTHY said: As to the question of resusci- 
tation, they should get the head low, as it was the first 
and most important thing to favour the circulation, and 
by pressure to drive the blood frem the blood-vessels of 
the brain ; at the same time get the mouth open. In 
the first case to which he referred there was spasm of 
the glottis. Get the tongue out immediately, grasp it, 
and pull it out, and keep the head low. If they could 
not get him right then, put the knife into the trachea, 
and perform tracheotomy. Get the head as low as possi- 
ble, the mouth open, get the animal on its side, and lift 
one of the legs, and get a man to put his knee over the 
heart, and get respiration by lifting the leg as high as 
they could. As soon as any sensation was obtained, 
dash cold water or any stimulant on the outside, and 
about 15 or 20 times a minute; try to obtain respira- 
tion by drawing the fore limb upwards and pressing the 
chest, and it will get filled with fresh air. If they 
should happen to have an accident, let them not give up 
for a long time. He again recommended nitrate of 
amyl which was a stim ulant of the heart and its ganglia. 
Ammonia was apt to irritate the Schniderian mem- 
brane. He had asked Capt. Russell if he ever had any 
bad effects from chloral hydrate. He knew chloral was 
used by veterinary surgeons on the Continent, where 
they often gave as much as ten ounces, half a grain for 
every pound of horse. The objection urged to the 
chloral hydrate was that it dilated the capillaries, and 
rather favoured hemorrhage. As to bleeding after 
chloroform, he had never had the slightest indication of 
its favouring hemorrhage, and he did not think it was 
held to do so by surgeons. 

Capt. Russext asked if in an animal under chloroform, 
the muscles were not in a state of paralysis. 

Prof. PENBERtTHY :—Not paralysis, but anesthesia. 

Capt. RusseLt :—It would be in a state of collapse. 

Prof. PenBERTHY :—Yes. 

Capt. Russet :—Therefore it was quite probable that 
the involuntary muscles would not be so likely to 
contract. 

Prof. Pensertay :—That the voluntary muscles were 
more affected than the involuntary. So long as at 
animal was under chloroform, he should think it would 
favour hemorrhage, but he had understood Capt. Rus- 
sell to refer to the secondary symptoms. If they wanted 
to save their chloroform, they should first dip their 
sponge into warm water, and they could save half their 
chloroform. He was extremely glad to hear that 
anesthetics were so generally adopted in the vetermary 
profession. It was certainly a sign that they were 
getting on. 

Capt. Russeut here produced a pathological specimen 
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of a huge anchylosed hock, which he hed known in life, 
and from which the animal never went lame; and also 
the calf’s head forwarded by Mr. Smith. 


Next MEETING. 


It was resolved that the next meeting should be held 
in June, at Boston, when Mr. Dickinson promised to 
give a hypnotic seince. 


Tue New PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Dickinson was unanimously elected President 
for the year, and thanked the members for the honour 
conferred upon him. 


An Honorary ASSOCIATE. 


Prof. PgNBERTHY was unanimously elected an 
honorary associate of the Society, and Mr. Jas, Smirx 
(Hon. “oy proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Professor for giving them such an interesting and 
instructive address. He held that nothing tended to 
improve a society like theirs more than an address of a 
scientific and practical nature like the one they had that 
afternoon. (Hear.) 

Mr. Harpy, of Sleaford, seconded, and concurred in 
the opinion as to its being an address both interesting 
and instructive. 

Prof. PENBERTHY said he was extremely obliged for 
their thanks, and very pleased to have come amongst 
them. He had intended to refer to that interesting 
branch of anzsthetics—hypnotism and mesmerism, and 
was sure they would enjoy the proposed seiince at 
Boston. He thanked them for receiving him as they 
had done. 

Mr. Wrage thought they would be wanting in their 
duty if they did not propose a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Gooch for the able manner with which he had carried 
on the duties of his important office. 

Mr. Dickinson seconded, and the proposition having 
been carried by acclamation, 

Mr. Goocu responded suitably, and expressed his 
regret at being absent from the last meeting at Lincoln. 

The members then dined tegether, an excellent and 
recherche repast being served by the host of the “ Angel 
and Royal ”’ Hotel. 


THE NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


_The Annual Meeting and Dinner of the above Asso- 
ciation took place at the County Hotel, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne on Friday, February 20th, the President, A. Hun- 
ter Esq., in the chair. There were also present—Mem- 
bers; Messrs. G. R. Dudgeon, and G. Elphick, vice- 
presidents; and Messrs. C. Stephenson, J. D. Mac- 
gregor, T. Aitken, J. Gofton, A. Peele, C. Hunting, W. 
Stevenson, C. 8. Hunting, J. W.S. Moore, W. Grieve, 
W. Wheatley, J. Brodie Nisbet, D. Dudgeon, H. Hunter 
F. Finney, G. Farrow, W. Hunter, J. Aitken, W. Awde, 
and W. Ashton Hancock, Secretary. 

The following gentlemen, members of the South Dur- 
ham and North Yorkshire Association were also present 
on a friendly visit—Messrs. W. Awde, P. Snaith, H. H. 
Roberts, H. Snarry, T. Bowhill, and F. R. Stevens. 

The fo:lowing were present as visitors :—Dr. G. Mur- 
ray, Dr. Ellis, Dr. Davies, Professors McCall and W. 
. illiams, and Messrs. J. Arup, W. Dotchin, and 

. Brydon. 

. € minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 

read and adopted 

" Letters of regret were received for not being present 

om — Professors Cope, Duguid, Walley, and 


McFadyean. The Medical Officer of Health for New- 
castle, and Messrs. Mulvey, Greaves, Peele and 
Mitchell. 


Mr. D. Dvuperon then withdrew his motion with 
reference to the day of meeting being altered, and in 
doing so explained that “ he found Friday suited most of 
the members, and especially those gentlemen who were 
good enough to come and give us the excellent addresses 
we from time to time received.” 


THE PREsSIDENT’s ADDRESS. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I sincerely thank you for the high honour you have 
conferred upon me, in electing me your president for 
the ensuing year. When [I arrived at our last meeti 
(being rather late) I was surprised to hear that my ol 
friend Mr. Dudgeon had proposed me as president, and 
that I had been unanimously elected. This, no doubt, 
was very gratifying, but if I had been at the meeting in 
time I would have protested against it, for I have grave 
doubts of my suitability for the office. Public speaking 
isnot my forte, in this respect differing from my old Col- 
lege friend and immediate predecessor Mr. J. W. T. 
Moore. However, as it is your wish, I have decided to 
enter upon my duties as President, with the determina- 
tion, if it be possible, to leave the condition of this. 
Society better than I found it. In this effort I have 
every confidence you will all give me your earnest and 
cordial support. With this assistance, and that of our 
very valuable aud painstaking secretary, I am sanguine 
of success, 

This Society, since it was re-formed in 1879, and prob- 
ably during its earlier existence, has been the means of 
doing a great amount of good to its members and, I may 
also say, to the profession generally. Many of the sug- 

estions sent from our Society to the Royal College of 

eterinary Surgeons have now been carried out, and I 
think they will prove to be to the benefit of the profes- 
sion at large. This should encourage us to be noway 
backward in discussing any matters that we think will be 
to the benefit of our profession, and, after thoroughly 
agreeing amongst ourselves at once stating our views at 
head quarters. 

Another circumstance regarding our society is that its 
members are well disposed to one another, and we are 
exceptionally free from those unseemly bickerings and 
petty jealousies that we unfortunately read of in our 
Journals as occurring in some other kindred associa- 
tions, Of course we cannot always agree, it would be very 
tame if we did, but if we cannot convince the member 
or members holding opposite views, nor be convinced by 
them, we agree to differ in a gentlemanly manner, and 
wait for further developement of the subject to prove 
who is right. This, I maintain, is as it ought to be; 
one of the first objects of V.M.A. is to promote good 
fellowship. 

I am sure you will he glad to hear that we have some 
of our “ old members ’”’ who recently left us to form the 
South Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A., as visitors 
to-day. We give them a hearty welcome, and only hope 
that our next annual meeting may see a greater number 
present. I trust, gentlemen, that many of you may see 
your way to join me in paying our return visit, as I 
would wish to keep up this mutual interchange of visits 
when instead of one, we will have two strong societies,and 
this gain a further advantage. We wish South Dur- 
ham and North Yorkshire every success. As far as the 
parent Society is concerned I think there is no fear but 
we will continue to improve, as the necessity for societies 
is gradually increasing owing to the rapid strides science 
is making, more particularly as regards coutagious dis- 
eases, many of which are doubtless due to a specific 
Bacillus or Microbe, and it is within the range of possi- 
bility that antidotes may be found for them all, so we 
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practical V.S. must keep up to the times, and be ready 
to utilise the discoveries made by experienced Bacterio- 
logists as Pasteur, Koch, Crookshank, and many others. 
I hope some of our members will see their way to réad 
us a paper on the above subjects. We also have had an 
addition of new members and hope this new blood will 
add materially to the strength and continued success of 


The new remedy for Tuberculosis by Koch is exciting 
the greatest interest in the scientific world, and if ex- 
tended experience should prove the results to be as bene- 
ficial as it is asserted, it will be the greatest boon that 
has ever been conferred on suffering humanity, even al- 
though a good percentage only of patients suffering from 
this terrible malady recover. 

With reference to the application of this remedy to 
the lower animals we have, as yet, had no experience to 
guide us,although I am not sanguine as to the results, for 
the disease is very often in an advanced stage before it 
is noticed, and—judging from the extensive ravages that 
the disease has made in the vital organs before atten- 
tion is drawn to it—it seems scarcely possible that 
any remedy can effect a cure, but if even it be a sure 
means of diagnosing tuberculous disease in the first 
stage, it will be of incalculable value, and will enable the 
Board of Agriculture more easily to schedule this disease 
if they wish, and’‘inay be the means of exterminating it. 

With reference to the new prophylactic recently intro- 
duced to this country by Professor McFadyean for the 
prevention of Quarter-ill, I have had no opportunity of 
judging, but if the results are as satisfactory as stated, 
and there is no danger of its application causing in- 
jurious results, it will be a valuable boon to the Agri- 
culturists of this country. I have hitherto relied upon 
setons in thedewlap asa preventive of this disease, and so 
far as my experience goes it has been very effective. 

The subjects for discussion at the meeting being of 
such an interesting nature and likely to so fully occupy 
the time at our disposal, I do not purpose making any 
further remarks, and conclude by thanking you for your 
presence here to-day and your kind attention. 


The notice of motion by Mr. W. J. Mutvey was then 
brought before the meeting, and in the absence of that 
gentleman a letter from him, addressed to the President, 
was read by the Secretary, and on the motion of Mr. D. 
Dudgeon, it was decided to propose its further considera- 
tion, as time would not permit of going into the ques- 
tion as thoroughly as its importance required. 


“ ENDOCARDITIS IN THE Pia.”’ 


The adjourned discussion on “ Endocarditis in the 
Pig,” by C. Stephenson, Esq., with notes and micro- 
scopic specimens by Dr. G. Murray was then renewed. 

Mr. STEPHENSON in formally introducing it said endo- 
carditis in the pig had been known some time, ard it 
was evidently identical with a disease among pigs that 
had been noticed in America. 

Dr. G. Murray then gave a very clear demonstration 
of the specimens furnished him, and in the course of his 
remarks said some of the vegetations were as large as 
walnuts, and that personally he had not hitherto seen 
any solarge. He then referred to his methods of pre- 
gr and mounting the specimens, and stated that 

r. Arup had furnished him with specimens prepared by 
Dr. Bana of Copenhagen, and although he did not wish 
to put too much reliance on the influence of Bacteria as 
saxpaneeat of disease until the influence had been proved 

y inoculation, yet, as far as he could see at present, the 
specimens he had prepared for Mr. STEPHENSON were 
identical in their character with those he had been fur- 
nished with (Dr. Bana’s) by Mr. Arup. 

Professor McCati said that unfortunately he had 


in the Journals of the specimens described by Mr. Srzpu- 
ENSON and Dr. Murray. In the course of his ex- 
perience he had examined many hearts, but had not wit- 
essed the vegetations, but he felt certain these growths 
had no relation to swine fever as known in this country, 
and it was his intention to pay greater attention to 
this question in his post.mortem examination of swine. 
Mr. Arup said— 
Mr. President and Gentlemen: In the most interesting 
paper on Endocarditis in the pig, read by our highly 
esteemed colleague, Mr.'Stephenson, at your last meeting, 
you will find the question > “ Were these pigs suffering 
from some unrecognised form of swine-fever?”? From 
Denmark I know a little about the matter, and I shall 
try to give you the little I know. But to make sure 
this was really the same disease that I have seen here, I 
have induced my esteemed friend, Dr. Bang, Professor at 
the Roya] Veterinary and Agricultural High School in 
Denmark, to send two microscopical preparations, which 
I have handed to Dr. Murray from whom you already 
have been informed that he considers them to be quite 
in conformity to the specimens belonging to the illness 
in question. But now a contra question. What is swine- 
fever? If itis only the infectious disease, whose most 
prevalent symptoms are the work of destruction from 
diphtheria in the large intestines (cecum and colon), 
the Endocarditis has nothing to do with swine-fever. 
But there is another infectious disease in pigs—Ery- 
sipelas Anthrakitis, the Germans’ Rothlauf, allow me to 
translate it Red Disease, which has unfortunately been 
well-known in Denmark for more thau twenty years, 
and the chronic form of which seems to be the Endocard- 
itis. The principal symptoms of the red-disease are : 
weakness, fever, constipation, discoloration of the skin ; 
and post-mortem, black and thick blood, hyperzmia in 
the spleen and liver, if extending over several days you will . 
find the glands, especially the Peyers patches, swollen, 
and then it may be wrongly termed _ swine-fever. 
In Denmark it was first looked upon as Anthrax, hence 
the erroneous name ; after the discovery of the bacilli of 
Anthrax this idea was naturally changed and it was con- 
sidered a typhus, but now, only a few years ago, after 
further examinations, especially by Dr. Loeffler and 
Prof. Schirtz in Berlin, it has been recognised as a special 
infectious disease with its own bacillus, which may be 
seen on this design, where you will also find the bacillus 
of Anthrax ; and thus see the difference between these 
two, the former being by far the smaller. The bacilli 
have been cultivated and injected in mice, when a well- 
marked special disease has been produced, which has 
been transferred back to swine again, and the disease 
may now be classed among the best known diseases 
in the pig. : 
Since the year 1882 several diseased hearts from swine 
described as Endocarditis verrucosa, have been handed to 
the Veterinary Pathological Cabinet in Copenhagen. 
The red-disease up to then was only known in the pro- 
vince of Jutland, but in autumn 1887 we had the first 
outbreak of a new infectious swine-disease in Copen- 
hagen and Zeeland, and this proved to be what you call 
swine-fever—Diphtheria. It was a heavy attack, but 
following the system of total slaughtering of sound and 
diseased animals in infected places we succeeded in stamp- 
ing it out, and since that we have had only a few out- 
breaks, of a more chronic form, and less contagious; 0? 
the islands only. This outbreak resulted in a closer 
examination of the diseases in swine, the old and seve 
new cases of Endocarditis were examined, and in a lec- 
ture given in the Jutland Veterinary Society Dr. Bang 
gave his experience about the disease, and proved the 
bacilli found in the heart-illness to be the same as in the 
red-disease. Being cultivated in the usual manner they 
showed the same shape in culture as the germs from 
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form of disease. In Switzerland the same result was 
observed. Hess and Guillebeau tried to inoculate swine 
with red-disease as a preventive remedy, and in some cases 
no outbreaks took place, but a few weeks later they 
found a full-developed growth in the Endocardium in 
those inoculated pigs, especially in the young ones, and 
a few also had an attack in the hip joint. Here, too, it 
was stated that the two diseases were of the same origin, 
and further, that the Endocarditis proved to be a chronic 
form and less contagious than the red-disease. Now you 
understand why I took so great an interest in the speci- 
men shown to you. When I arrived here I was astonished 
to learn that you had no red-disease and I doubted very 
much whether it could be so. In the tyears 1881-82 we 
had swine from Denmark slaughtered here in England 
as suffering from swine-fever, and our swine in the future 
had to be landed for slaughtering only. But at that 
date, as I told you, we had not seen the swine-fever in 
Denmark, and the only explanation seemed to be that 
the two diseases were identified in England. This sus- 
icion was confirmed when I found in your Veterinary 
port of 1888, p.14: “ Valvular diseases in heart ex- 
tremely common in swine, and other non-infectious com- 
plaints are attended with symptoms which may be mis- 
taken for swine-fever;” and p. 177: “A suspicion 
naturally arises that more than one affection is classed 
under the head of swine-fever, and that in those districts 
where so many recoveries take place the outbreaks re- 
ported are not all genuine, but cases of less fatal diseases 
are accepted as swine-fever.’”’ And you will find similar 
expressions in the last report. Here I suggested the 
red-disease, and now, after having seen this Endocarditis, 
[am quite sure that you will find the acute form of red- 
disease also. It is not considered so dangerous as the 
swine-fever, though we in Denmark have added measures 
against it to our Infectious Diseases Animals’ Act 
of 1857. 

Only a few words more. The Germans speak of a 
third contagious disease in swine where the principal 
symptoms are: Pleuro-pneumonia with Pericarditis, and 
where has been found an ovate bacterium very similar to 
that found in fowl-cholera; it is simply described as 
“ Schweineseuche ’’—swine-disease. But I never saw it, 
and it was never found in Denmark. As to swine- 
fever the germs belonging to it are not more closely de- 
fined. Something has been said about two different 
bacilli appearing at the same time. In a recent issue, 
however, Dr. Bang, who has paid a great deal of atten- 
tion to these matters since the outbreak of swine-fever 
in Denmark, stated that in any case of local necrosis, 
mortification, or diphtheria, the thinner one of the two is 
always to be found, so too in diphtheria in calves, ulcera- 
tions in the feet of cattle, gangrenous grease in the horse 
etc., and he succeeded in producing diphtheria in calves 
by aculture originally taken from the fetlock of a horse. 
He has termed the germs bacilli of necrosis, and as you 
will see there is still a wide field for discoveries in 
Swine diseases. 

Mr. Bowuit1 claimed that he had discovered the germ 
of swine-fever, and that after cultivation he had proved 
it to be identical with that he had seen while with Dr. 
Billings in America. 

Professor Wi.utams thought the growths were of 
Rheumatic origin owing, perhaps, to the exposure that 
pigs were subject to. He had seen similar growths in 
cattle and horses, and he did not think it had anything 
i common with swine-fever, but appeared to him, if 
anything, more related to anthrax ; the blood in the 


Vessels becoming of a black colour, whereas in swine- 


fever no such tendency on the part of the blood to change 
its character exists. He unhesitatingly affirmed there 
was no basis for coming to the conclusion it was 
Swine-fever, 


The PREsIpENT pointed out that from what Mr. Stepn- 
gNson told him there was no evidence of contagion. 

Mr. Moore then proposed, and Mr. D. Duperon 
seconded a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. STepHENson 
and Dr. Murray for the pains they had taken in eluci- 
dating this disease in swine, and which had been the 
means of affording this meeting such an excellent dis- 
cussion. This vote was carried with acclamation, 


Professor McCatu’s paper, “ Are blisters hurtful or 
beneficial in acute diseases of the chest,’’ followed. 

[This, with Professor WriL.1aMs’ reply, and a short 
discussion, appeared in our pages last week. | 


The meeting was brought to a close and hearty votes 
of thanks were accorded Professor McCauit and Pro- 
fessor W1Lu1AMs for their excellent addresses. 


The Annual Dinner took place at the close of the 
afternoon meeting, and among the guests were The 
Mayor of Newcastle-on-Tyne (J. B. Ettis, Esq.) and 
Councillor J. A. Bary. Upwards of fifty sat down to an 
excellent dinner. 

The usual toasts followed, and capital speeches and 
songs were given by the gentlemen present, in fact the 
interest in one of the most wren gatherings of this 
Association was maintained until it was a question of 
catching trains by the country members, 

W. Asuton Hancock, Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


CAN IT BE TRUE ? 


Last week we reproduced from the February 
number of The Veterinary Journal an anonymous 
letter, containing such libellous statements that it 
was thought necessary to reply to it. | We printed 
a copy of the reply and anticipated that in the March 
number of the Journal we should find an honest dis- 
claimer and a decent apology from the Editor. 

The March number of the Journal certainly con- 
tains an editorial note which simulates an apology, 
bunt which, we are sorry to say, rather aggravates 
the offence. It says — 

“ We willingly give insertion to the above letter 
and express regret that a iworrect version of the 
affair alluded to should have appeared in the Jour- 
nal. We certainly do not approve of the publica- 
tion of letters under a nom-de-plume which are not 
true. No doubt the Army Veterinary Surgeon as 
well as the writer of the letter complained of will 
give their explanation.” 

The italics are ours—* Incorrect version” indeed!! 
The Editor of the Journal does not seem quite to 
appreciate his position. The complaint is that he 
published a malicious libel in the form of an anony- 
mous letter. The request is that he will explain 
and apologise. He has had ample time to have 
verified either statement or denial at the mouths of 
nearly thirty witnesses. 

It is not asked that either his correspondent or his 
Army Veterinary Surgeon shall explain; they may 
do what they like, being simply beneath notice—but 
the man responsible for publishing the false state- 
ment, and the malicious deductions based on it, must 


face his responsibility fairly. 
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Drugging Horses. 


At the Spalding Petty Sessions several farmers in 
Crowland prosecuted five horse-keepers for ad- 
ministering arsenic to their horses. Mr. Brown, 
solicitor, stated that this practice had been very 
prevalent in the Crowland district for some length 
of time. and was the outcome of a rivalry on the 
part of the horsekeepers to excel in the appearances 
of their respective teams. Arsenic for a time gives 
horses a glossy skin and an appearance of being 
well groomed, but is very injurious, and causes pain. 
Several horses had died in consequence of the arsenic 
that had been given them, while others were much 
damaged and reduced in value. In every case the 
poison had been obtained and given secretly. Most 
farmers keep arsenic on the premises for wheat 
dressing, and this is used by the men, who admin- 
ster it with cut mangles. A veterinary surgeon 
stated that the administration of arsenic was pro- 
judicial to breeding. One of the prosecutors stated 
that he had been very unsuccessful with his breedmg 
mare, and traced it to this cause. The Chairman 
said the Bench took a very serious view of the case, 
and in the interests of the whole district they intend- 
ed to make an example of the offenders, as they 
feared the practice was becoming alarmingly common 
in Lincolnshire. Three of the men were fined £5 
each ; two others were sent to gaol for twenty-one 
days with hard labour, and ordered to pay the costs. 


Koch’s Lymph and the Chimpanzees. 


It appears that one of the two chimpanzees at the 
Zoological Gardens here inoculated with Koch’s 
lymph died forty-eight hours after the operation. 
In order that a careful examination may be made 
the lungs of the unfortunate creature are to be sent 
to the Alfort School of Medicine. 


The New Charter Sub-Committee. 


This Committee will, it is expected, at their next 
meeting report to the Committee the result of their 
labours. In addition to the “three points” of 
most interest there are perhaps many other matters 
which may be worthy of notice, and any member 
who has in his miad some desirable alteration should 
at once communicate to the Secretary at Red Lion 
Square. 


Koeh’s Lymph for Cattle. 


Professor McFadyean has, we hear, been engaged 
for some time past investigating the diagnostic 
value of Koch’s lymph in tuberculous cattle, He 
and Professor Walley are agreed that so far the 
experiments indicate a specific value, | 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED (] 
C Student,” H. Kidd, ‘ Evandu,” ‘“* Hordequin,” J. Mal. 
colm, ‘‘ Semper Eadem,” ‘“ Georgie,” ‘ Another Glasgow 


Student, T. H. Merrick, Miss E. A. Ormerod (* Iniuri 
Insects”), N.B. Agriculturist, “‘ The People” (Wexford). 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
‘wringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
‘riends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
tacts of interest. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one sidé 
only of the paper, and authenticated hy tiie names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communicatious jor the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, 8.1. 


LYMPHANGITIS. 
Sir, 

A wordin reply to the Essay written by a Glasgow 
Student, which appeared in your issue of the 21st Feb- 
ruary. 

Asregards Lymphangitis being a misnomer he pur- 
poses in his own words and own style, to educate 
not only his fellow students, but the profe>sion in 
general, by inserting in the columns of your valuable 
Journal, his audacions statement, viz., that Lymphan- 
gitis isa misnomer. I consider it, rather a bold state- 
ment for a student to make, ignoging the theories of the 
most scientific men in the profession of the present day. 

He states in his essay that in no case has he seen the 
lymphatics of the leg inflamed. I am sure the profes- 
sion as a body accept the theory propounded at the 
present day by various authors, viz., that the lymphatics 
are affected. 

He also states that the cause is unknown. I might 
venture to give from my own practical experience a com- 
mon cause, viz., a sudden change of animals feeding, | 
from dry hay to grass; also I consider animals wi 
thick rough legs are predisposed to this disease, owing to 
the sluggish condition of the absorbents in them. 

He states that he cannot look upon it as an inflam- 
mation of the lymphatics, as in no case has he seen the 
glauds suppurate. 

Professor Williams states, that it is not necessary for 
inflammation of the lymphatics to terminate in sup- 
puration, unless excited by specific poison such as the 
morbid material of Glanders and Farcy. 

ANOTHER STUDENT. 


. THE DEGREE AT BOMBAY V.C. 
IR, 

I beg to call your attention to your Review of the 
Bombay Veterinary College Report for the years 1888- 
89, which appeared in your issue of the 3rd January, 91, 
where you state that this College grants two degrees, 
viz., G.B.V.C. and L.V.Sc., but from inquiries I have 
recently made at the College I find that only one degree 
is granted, and that is the G.B.V.C. degree. A Licen- 
tiate degree was granted during the year under report 
as a special case, to one of the Staff of the College—Mr. 
Sukhia, L.M.S., Assistant Surgeon at this College, but 
this was done, as I have said before, as a special case, 
distinguish him from the other students. 

I am informed that a geat many students would be 
glad to compete for this degree at the Bombay College if 
this was possible, but it is not so. sane 

I simply call your attention to this fact as it 1s likely 
to mislead the readers of The Veterinary Record in India, 
and in case a graduate from this College wishes to pr 
ceed home to compete for the M.R.C.V.S. degree, he 
would probably be called upon to produce his L.V.S. 
Diploma before he could be received, and not having 
this, be debarred from competeing. 

I am Sir, yours truly, 


Bombay, 13th Jan., 91. « Bvanpv.” 
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